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China Business Weekly
24 August 2021

FCCC/EUCBA ACTIVITIES
Webinar: Informal Members' Meeting with the FCCC's New Chairman
September 2, 2021, 09h30 – 10h30

The Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce (FCCC) is organizing an exclusive meeting with the FCCC's New Chairman,
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte. During this meeting, the Chairman will introduce himself and will also share his China knowledge with
you.

This webinar will take place on September 2, 2021 at 09h30.

This meeting will be an excellent opportunity to introduce your companies' activities in Belgium and China to the FCCC's
New Chairman.

This meeting is a members' only event. The meeting is organized with the support of Flanders Investment and Trade.

Program:
9h30-9h35: Introduction by Ms. Gwenn Sonck, Executive Director, Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce;

9h35-10h30: Informal meeting with the FCCC's New Chairman, Mr. Kurt Vandeputte.

Practical information:
Date and time: September 2, 2021, 09h30-10h30

Location: Online

Price for members: Free

This meeting is a members’ only event.

SUBSCRIBE HERE
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SUBSCRIBE HERE

https://flanders-china.glueup.com/event/webinar-informal-members-meeting-with-the-fcccs-new-chairman-42270/
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Webinar: Meeting with the Consul Generals of Belgium in China
September 7, 2021, 09h30 – 10h45

The Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce (FCCC) is organizing an exclusive meeting with the Consul Generals of 
Belgium in China, Mr. Bruno Jans, Mr. Luc Truyens and Mr. Peter Robberecht. They will deliver a speech on the 
economic prospects in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong.

This webinar will take place on September 7, 2021 at 09h30.

This event will be an excellent opportunity to introduce your companies’ activities in Belgium and China to the Consul 
Generals.

This event is a members’ only event.

Program:
9h30-9h35: Introduction by Ms. Gwenn Sonck, Executive Director, Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce;

9h35-10h30: Speeches on the economic prospects in Shanghai, Guangzhou and Hong Kong by the Consul Generals, Mr.
Bruno Jans, Mr. Luc Truyens and Mr. Peter Robberecht;

10h30-10h45: Q&A session.

Practical information:
Date and time: September 7, 2021, 09h30-10h45

Location: Online

Price for members: Free

This is a members’ only event.
SUBSCRIBE HERE
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Program:
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https://flanders-china.glueup.com/event/webinar-meeting-with-the-consul-generals-of-belgium-in-china-41024/register/
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PAST EVENTS
Webinar: “Intellectual Property Systems: A comparison between the EU and China” 
August 18, 2021

The Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce, the EU-China Business Association and the China IP SME Helpdesk,
with  the  support  of  Flanders  Investment  and  Trade,  organized  a  webinar  on “Intellectual  Property  Systems:  A
comparison between the EU and China” on August 18, 2021.
Mr. Peter Sczigel, Project Executive of the China IP SME Helpdesk, welcomed the participants to the webinar. The China
IP SME Helpdesk is a project of the European Commission, providing free services to SMEs in EU member states, helping
them with IP related issues in China. The free services include an enquiry helpline; training workshops; webinars;  a
website and blog; and guides and factsheets.

Ms.  Gwenn Sonck,  Executive  Director  of  the  Flanders-China  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  EU-China  Business
Association, introduced both organizations. The Chamber attaches much importance to IP and believes companies in
China should have an IP strategy. China has already become a leader in innovation in several areas, such as the internet
and artificial intelligence. Innovation is also one of the reasons why European companies want to be in China and many
European business leaders see Chinese firms as equally or more innovative than European ones. In 2020, China became
the EU's biggest trading partner in goods, overtaking the U.S. In the first quarter of this year, EU investments in China
increased by 50% compared to last year, reaching USD2.35 billion. The value of completed Chinese investments in the
EU in the first quarter dropped to USD500 million. According to the IMF, China's GDP growth will be 8.2% this year. 

Mr. Simon Cheetham, IP Expert and Team Leader at the China IP SME Helpdesk, introduced the topic of the webinar:
Intellectual Property Systems: A comparison between the EU and China. This is the seventh webinar jointly organized by
the  China  IP SME Helpdesk  and the  Flanders-China  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The main  point  of  this  webinar  is  a
comparison between China and the EU on intellectual property. 

You can't look at one market in isolation. Goods and information flow quickly from country to country. China is
now the largest exporter in the world and by far the largest market for e.g. electric vehicles. The first giga-factory that Tesla
built  outside the U.S. is in China. But China needs continuous growth to become a medium-level country in terms of GDP
per capita. China needs to double its 2020 GDP again to achieve this status by 2035. China's 14 th Five Year plans centers
on the dual circulation strategy first articulated by President Xi Jinping in May 2020 as China began to plan its post-
pandemic economic recovery with growth driven by strong domestic demand, combined with exports based on advanced
manufacturing. Chapter 5 describes plans to build a digital China with seven core industries: computing; big data; the
Internet of Things (IoT); the industrial internet; blockchain; artificial intelligence (AI); and virtual and augmented reality. It
also specifies 10 areas where such technologies should be applied, including smart transportation; smart energy; smart
manufacturing; smart medicine and smart government. 

In this context,  changes have been made to IP laws in China, which is leading to a steady upgrading of the IPR
regimes. The two main factors which seem to be driving this change are accession to trade agreements – particularly the
World Trade Organization Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) – and bilateral trade agreements
to enhance growth through trade. There is also a recognition that innovation is key to increasing value. Innovation can only
flourish under an effective IPR regime. There is a focus on employing China's fast growing domestic market and its
powerful regulatory regime to decrease reliance on foreign technology and to develop indigenous technologies that will
enable China to  solve its  environmental  infrastructure and social  issues.  Indigenous innovation in  China is  seen as
enhancing original innovation through co-innovation and re-innovation based on the assimilation of imported technologies.
The Chinese government  has warned against  blindly  importing foreign  technology  without  plans  to  transform it  into
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Chinese technology. The concern is that the importation of technologies without emphasizing assimilation, absorption and
re-innovation is bound to weaken the nation's indigenous research and development capacity. 

There are big developments in China's IP regime. We see a restructuring of IP registration, management and
enforcement  governing bodies  in  China,  which  is  part  of  a  bigger  reorganization  announced  during  China's  two
sessions in March 2018. The State Intellectual Property Office and the China Trademark Office have merged under the
China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA). This is beneficial, resulting in greater resources to handle and
enforce IP cases, as registration and enforcement are handled by one body. We see a more unified institutional approach
from the different bodies dealing with IPR in China. In October 2020, China's National People's Congress published the
amended Patent Law which came into force on June 1, 2021. This introduced major changes on invention and design
patents. The protection period for design patents is extended from 10 years to 15 years. One of the main reasons is that it
would allow China to eventually join the The Hague system regulating design rights, which requires a minimum protection
period of 15 years. The amended law allows companies to register partial designs, which has been a common practice in
the EU and the U.S. Partial designs were not previously recognized in China, where design patents could only be obtained
when applied for together with a product. The amended law also increases the amount of damages that can be claimed for
patent infringement. In November 2020, the NPC passed the latest revision to the Copyright Law, which came into force
on June 1, 2021. It contains a provision allowing for the shifting of the burden of proof from the copyright owner to the
infringer with statutory and punitive damages matching the new Patent Law. The amended Copyright Law moves closer to
the open-ended concept of copyright found in many countries with a strong civil law copyright tradition. It also adopted a
more open-ended list of copyrightable works. 

In June last year the European Union Chamber of Commerce released the European business in China confidence survey
showing that  European companies in China have seen continuous progress on drafting and enforcing of IPR-
related regulations in China. The sentiment is that there has been significant improvement in IP protection laws and
enforcement over the past decade. This was the highest positive sentiment rate in the survey since 2012. The outlook for
IPR in China has been increasingly positive. 

Looking at an overview of the IPR regimes in China and Europe, we can see that in China only registered IPR is
protected. If you have not formally registered your IPR in China, then you can't enforce those rights in China. Although
copyright does not need to be registered in China, it is available and is advisable as Chinese courts require registration of
copyright in order to accept your case. In the EU, proof of earlier use might be sufficient to enforce unregistered IPR. In
China, your IP is only protected from the date of registration, whereas in the EU conditional protection is granted from the
date of filing. IPRs are territorial. Taiwan, Macao and Hong Kong have separate IP systems. IP that is only registered in
mainland China is  not  protected  in  Taiwan,  Macao or  Hong Kong.  IPRs registered  in  a European country  are only
protected in that country and do not extend to China. Patents and trademarks in China can be extended internationally.
China is a party to the Patent Cooperation Treaty and the Madrid system administered by WIPO. This can simplify the
international  extension  procedure  for  patents  and  trademarks.  The  registration  processes  in  China  and  the  EU are
obviously different. 

The trademarks comparison between China and the EU shows a difference in scale. In 2020 there were over 5.7 million
trademarks registered with the CNIPA and 7,500 applications for international registration from domestic applicants in
China.  In  mainland  China  visual  and  sound  trademarks  are  recognized,  but  in  Europe  scent  trademarks  are  also
recognized. In China, Chinese translation of a trademark is something that you should consider. It is not required by
Chinese law but it is useful to translate trademarks to be better protected and appeal to customers in China. The best
trademarks are those that sound the same and make reference to some defining characteristic of the brand or have a
positive meaning in Chinese culture. In China registration through the Madrid system is possible and is the same as in
Europe. China uses the international classification of goods and services but does make a further sub-class division. 

Registration of patents in China takes less than one year for utility model patents and three to five years for
invention patents. Invention patents are valid for 20 years, utility model patents are valid for 10 years. In Europe the time
required  for  registration  depends  on  the  EU country.  In  China  invention  patents  need  first  be  applied  to  the  State
Intellectual Property Office for a confidentiality examination if the first application is to be made outside China. Without this
it is not possible to obtain a valid patent in China, whereas in Europe there is no mandatory confidential exam. Utility
models are widely used for inventions in China. Utility models are new technical solutions which involve the specific shape
or structure of a product. Utility patents are granted faster and do not require a confidential examination. Utility models are
much less common in Europe and not all European countries offer this form of protection. The Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) route is also available in China, but not in Taiwan and Macao. Parallel filings of utility model patents and invention
patents is common in China. In this way the applicant benefits from the early granting of the utility model patent as well as
from the long term protection of the invention patent. Once the invention patent has been granted, the utility model patent
has to be abandoned. In 2020 the CNIPA authorized 530,000 invention patents, bringing the total number of patents in
mainland China to 2.2 million. The number of invention patents per 10,000 people reached just under 16. In 2002, 2.3
million utility and 730,000 design patents were authorized. 

Designs need to be registered as design patents in China in order to be protected, whereas design can be protected
either as unregistered community design or as a registered design in Europe. In China copyright is protected from the date
of creation and registration is an option. In China databases can be protected with copyright as compilation works and in
the EU if they are original intellectual creations. In China, trade secrets need to be protected by physical, technological
and contractual measures in accordance with the China Anti Unfair Competition Law. Until 2016, in Europe there have
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been no harmonized laws related to the protection of trade secrets. To be protected, trade secrets need to be undisclosed
to the public and provide some competitive edge. In June 2016 a directive on the protection of undisclosed know-how and
business information against unlawful acquisition and use was adopted. Member states are required to comply with the
directive. 

On enforcement, in China the IPR holder carries the burden of proof and is required to collect evidence to present in
court. All evidence needs to be notified by a Chinese notary. According to the revised Trademark Law, in certain cases the
infringer can be ordered to provide additional evidence by the court. In Europe the courts can order the infringer to provide
relevant information and courts can help the IPR holder collect evidence. In China trade secrets can also be enforced in
court and through administrative actions whereas in Europe trade secrets are enforced by the courts only.  In China,
administrative  bodies  offer  a  fast  and  relatively  cost  effective  way  to  deal  with  trade  and  copyright  infringements.
Administrative  authorities  are  authorized  to  carry  out  raids,  to  confiscate  infringing  goods  and impose  fines  on  the
infringers, but they can't award compensation for damages. Online copyright infringements can be dealt with in the internet
courts and they accept evidence electronically. 

Finally, Mr. Simon Cheetham presented a case study using blockchain to record copyright. The case was presented
to the Hangzhou Internet Court and was conducted online. The court accepted the blockchain as evidence, ruled in favor
of the plaintiff and damages were paid. This works for online infringements only. Mr. Cheetham also gave a few tips for
SMEs entering the China market. IP risk increases from following your EU customer to setting up a wholly foreign owned
enterprise to entering a joint venture with a Chinese partner. It is important to take your time to look for the right partner.
Mr. Cheetham also emphasized that the importance of non-disclosure agreements cannot be overestimated. 

A Q&A session concluded the webinar.

Follow the Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce on
LinkedIn – Click here

HEALTH
Nanjing slowly returns to normal, new daily cases in China drop below five

The number of new daily Covid-19 cases dropped to
zero in mainland China on August 23, while on August
24 one new locally transmitted case was reported.
Nanjing, the capital of Jiangsu province,  downgraded all
areas of the city to low risk and public transport will
gradually resume after one month of battle against the
Covid-19  delta  variant.  Train  services  that  were  halted
owing to the rise in Covid-19 cases resumed on August 20,
including trains running from Nanjing to Shanghai. Nanjing
has reported 235 locally transmitted cases. No new cases
have been reported for more than a week in the city, which
has a population of 9.3 million. Children in the city can only

return to school 21 days after all its areas are classified as
low risk. 

It  is  probable  that  China  will  reach  80%  Covid-19
vaccine coverage by the end of this year, achieving herd
immunity,  top  epidemiologist  Zhong  Nanshan  said.  “The
efficacy of Chinese vaccines is around 70%. Only if more
than 80% of the country's entire population is vaccinated,
can  it  establish  herd  immunity  effectively.  China's
vaccination rate could probably reach more than 80% by
the end of this year,” Zhong said at a conference at the 5th

China-Arab  States  Expo  held  in  the  Ningxia  Hui
Autonomous  Region.  Research  focused  on  Guangzhou
Covid-19 flare-ups in May showed that the protection rate
of Chinese inactivated vaccines against  the delta variant
nears 60%, 70% against  moderate symptoms and 100%
against severe cases, Zhong noted.

An institute in Wuhan under the China National  Biotec
Group (CNBG), a subsidiary of Sinopharm, has isolated the
delta  variant  of  the  coronavirus  and  is  accelerating
development on delta-specific vaccines. Some Chinese
experts  noted  that  the  high  virus  load  of  delta  requires
booster shots to increase the antibody level in recipients to
neutralize the virus. By now, about 798 million people in
China have been fully vaccinated, representing 57% of the
mainland's population. 
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Mr. Cheetham also emphasized that the importance of non-disclosure agreements cannot be overestimated. 

A Q&A session concluded the webinar.

Follow the Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce on
LinkedIn – Click here

HEALTH
Nanjing slowly returns to normal, new daily cases in China drop below five

The number of new daily Covid-19 cases dropped to
zero in mainland China on August 23, while on August
24 one new locally transmitted case was reported.
Nanjing, the capital of Jiangsu province,  downgraded all
areas of the city to low risk and public transport will
gradually resume after one month of battle against the
Covid-19  delta  variant.  Train  services  that  were  halted
owing to the rise in Covid-19 cases resumed on August 20,
including trains running from Nanjing to Shanghai. Nanjing
has reported 235 locally transmitted cases. No new cases
have been reported for more than a week in the city, which
has a population of 9.3 million. Children in the city can only

return to school 21 days after all its areas are classified as
low risk. 

It  is  probable  that  China  will  reach  80%  Covid-19
vaccine coverage by the end of this year, achieving herd
immunity,  top  epidemiologist  Zhong  Nanshan  said.  “The
efficacy of Chinese vaccines is around 70%. Only if more
than 80% of the country's entire population is vaccinated,
can  it  establish  herd  immunity  effectively.  China's
vaccination rate could probably reach more than 80% by
the end of this year,” Zhong said at a conference at the 5th

China-Arab  States  Expo  held  in  the  Ningxia  Hui
Autonomous  Region.  Research  focused  on  Guangzhou
Covid-19 flare-ups in May showed that the protection rate
of Chinese inactivated vaccines against  the delta variant
nears 60%, 70% against  moderate symptoms and 100%
against severe cases, Zhong noted.

An institute in Wuhan under the China National  Biotec
Group (CNBG), a subsidiary of Sinopharm, has isolated the
delta  variant  of  the  coronavirus  and  is  accelerating
development on delta-specific vaccines. Some Chinese
experts  noted  that  the  high  virus  load  of  delta  requires
booster shots to increase the antibody level in recipients to
neutralize the virus. By now, about 798 million people in
China have been fully vaccinated, representing 57% of the
mainland's population. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/flanders-china-chamber-of-commerce-fccc/?viewAsMember=true
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As the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics approach, Beijing
authorities highlighted the strict epidemic prevention
and control measures needed to ensure the Games can
be held safely and as scheduled. Experts noted it is highly
likely that Olympics-related personnel will receive a booster
shot,  as  the  delta  strain  is  causing  an  increase  in
breakthrough infections.  “As  we enter  the Beijing Winter
Olympics moment,  strict epidemic prevention and control
are  the  important  premise  for  successfully  hosting  the
Winter Olympics,"  Cai  Qi,  Communist  Party Secretary of
Beijing  and  also  President  of  the  Beijing  Organizing
Committee  for  the  2022  Winter  Olympic  Games,  said
during  his  inspection  of  the  competition  venues.  The
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics are scheduled to take place
from February 4 to 20, 2022. 

In  response  to  the  U.S.  regulator's  move  to  limit
passenger  capacity  on  Chinese  airlines  for  several
weeks, China's Foreign Ministry said that the U.S. has no
ground to limit inbound air passenger capacity on Chinese
carriers,  and  China  has  always  adopted  equal  epidemic
prevention  and  control  policies  for  any  plane  entering
China. Four Chinese airlines – Air China, China Eastern,
China Southern Airlines and Xiamen Airlines – fly between
China and the U.S. The U.S. move came after a United
Airlines UA857 flight to Shanghai via Seoul was found to
be carrying five positive Covid-19 cases on July 22, and

the flight's passenger capacity was restricted to no more
than 40% for four weeks starting on August 9. The U.S.
government  says China's  “circuit  breaker”  policy  violates
the  nations'  air  services  agreement  and  “places  undue
culpability  on  carriers  with  respect  to  travelers  that  test
positive  for  Covid-19  after  their  arrival  in  China”.  In
response,  China's  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs
Spokeswoman Hua Chunying said that the “circuit breaker”
policy for overseas flights is an important measure to curb
imported cases, and the policy is fair and transparent for
airlines from home and abroad.

One  week  after  the  suspension  of  operations  of  a
terminal at Ningbo Zhoushan Port – one of the world's
busiest cargo ports – due to a positive Covid-19 case,  a
knock-on effect on global and domestic logistics has
emerged.  However,  the  port  operator  said  that  the  port
retains nearly 90% of its throughput capacity and that the
daily  throughput  is  improving  from  July.  Some  global
shipping firms said their operations have not been affected.
The Meishan Wharf  of  Ningbo Zhoushan Port  confirmed
that operations have been suspended since August 11 and
containers cannot be shipped out.

This  overview  is  based  on  reports  by  the  China  Daily,
Global  Times,  Shanghai  Daily  and South China Morning
Post. 

MACRO-ECONOMY
Merger of steelmakers Ansteel and Ben Gang to create world's third largest steel 
manufacturer

The  merger  of  Ansteel  Group  Corp  (Ansteel),  the
Liaoning  province-based  centrally  administered  state-
owned  enterprise,  and  Ben  Gang  Group  Corp  (Ben
Gang), another Liaoning-based steelmaker, will create the
world’s third-largest steel manufacturer by production
volume.  The  provincial  State-owned  Assets  Supervision
and  Administration  Commission  of  Liaoning  province
transferred its 51% shareholding in Ben Gang – a locally
administered SOE – to Ansteel without any conditions. Ben
Gang  has  become  the  latter’s  subsidiary.  After  the
reorganization, the annual crude steel production capacity
of  Ansteel  will  reach  63  million  metric  tons,  and  its
operating  income  will  reach  CNY300  billion,  ranking
second  in  China  and  third  in  the  world,  a  statement

released  by  the  State-owned  Assets  Supervision  and
Administration  Commission  (SASAC)  and  the  Liaoning
provincial government said. 

Weng  Jieming,  Vice  Chairman  of  SASAC,  said  the
restructuring  is  conducive  to  deepening  supply-side
structural reform, promoting the optimization and structural
adjustment  of  China’s  steel  industry,  and  upholding  the
high-quality and sustainable growth of the sector. “Giving
full play to the rich mineral resources of these two SOEs in
both  the  home  and  overseas  markets,  the  move  will
reinforce China’s ability to control strategic resources, as
well as better ensuring the security of the steel industry and
supply chains,” he said.

With  63,000  employees,  CNY145  billion  of  assets  and
annual  sales  of  more  than  CNY100  billion,  the  Benxi,
Liaoning  province-based Ben Gang’s  annual  crude  steel
production capacity is 20 million tons. It has been one of
the top 10 iron and steel manufacturers in China and ranks
17th in  the  world,  the  company  said.  Ansteel  has  a
production capability of  39 million tons of  raw steel,  and
offers  3,000  steel  grades  and  more  than  60,000
specifications  of  high  value-added  steel,  vanadium  and
titanium products,  on  an  annual  basis.  They  are  widely
used in  dozens  of  industries  such  as  railways,  building,
automobile,  machinery,  shipbuilding,  petroleum  and
petrochemical, aeronautics, and astronautics. Ansteel saw
its  sales  revenue  and  profit  reach  CNY150  billion  and
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CNY20.2 billion, respectively, in the first half of 2021.

Zhou  Lisha,  who  works  with  the  research  institute  of
SASAC, said  the government has been encouraging a
realignment  of  the  country’s  crowded  steel  market,
aiming to better prevent a potential glut and cut carbon
emissions in heavy industries, as well  as produce more
high value-added metal products. “This is also a part of the
central  authorities’  newly  launched  program  to  better

coordinate between local SOEs in the country’s Northeast
and central SOEs to ramp up the revitalization of Northeast
China,” she said. Under the government program, 111 local
SOEs in Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning provinces, and the
Inner Mongolia autonomous region, will work closely with
100 subsidiaries of 53 central SOEs. The government will
establish new central SOEs in certain industries to support
innovation-based growth, the China Daily reports.

LEGISLATION
NPC approves Personal Information Protection Law

The  Standing  Committee  of  the  National  People's
Congress  (NPC)  passed  the  Personal  Information
Protection  Law after  its  third  reading  last  week.  This
marks the latest addition to the regulatory framework of the
rapidly  growing  digital  economy.  The  new law  is  set  to
come into force on November 1. Together with the Cyber
Security Law, which came into effect on June 1, 2017 and
the Data Security Law, which is set to be implemented in
September,  they  will  create  a  comprehensive  legal
framework to regulate businesses' collection, storage and
use  of  personal  data  and  their  handling  of  key  data
concerning  national  security,  and  strengthen  the  current
protection regime, experts said.

According to the law on privacy, when pushing information
and business marketing to individuals through automated
decision-making,  personal  information  processors  should
provide options that don't target personal characteristics at
the same time, or offer ways of rejection, the Xinhua News
Agency  reported.  It  stipulates  that  individual  consent
should  be  obtained  when  processing  sensitive  personal
information such as data on biometrics,  health,  financial
accounts and whereabouts.

The  law  also  requires  suspension  or  termination  of
services  for  apps  that  illegally  process  personal  data.
“These articles respond directly to the pain points in the
sector of private data protection over recent years and it
spans  all  industries  handling  personal  data,"  Zhao
Zhanling,  a  legal  counsel  at  the  Beijing-based  Internet
Society of China, told the Global Times, adding that it is

high time private information be put under the lock of  a
basic law that is applied across different industries. “The
new law will also increase compliance costs for personal
data  handlers,”  Zhao  noted.  Having  one  of  the  most
developed digital economies in the world, China has been
accelerating  the  build  up  of  its  data  regulation  and
protection  environment.  In  September,  China  will
implement  its  Data  Security  Law,  which  requires
companies  that  process  key  data  to  conduct  risk
assessments and submit reports to the relevant authorities.
The  law  on  data  security  is  a  key  supplement  to  the
Cybersecurity Law that has been implemented since 2017.

Compared  with  the  West,  China  lags  behind  in  the
regulation of personal privacy based on a basic law like the
Personal Information Protection Law, but has been quickly
catching  up  in  recent  years,  experts  said.  The  national
privacy  law  closely  resembles  the  world's  most  robust
framework  for  online  privacy  protections  rolled  out  by
Europe – the  General Data Protection Regulation, which
came into effect on May 25, 2018. The three pillar-like acts
in China have a significant and far-reaching impact on the
information  protection  of  theChinese  people,  corporate
data  compliance  practices,  China's  digital  economy  and
the  world,  according  to  observers,  the  Global  Times
reports.

The  China  Daily  adds  that  China  also  issued  trial
guidelines  on  automobile  data  protection  to  protect
drivers’  privacy and  safeguard  national  security  as
vehicles  are  becoming  increasingly  digitalized.  The
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) said
around 15% of vehicles sold in the country last year had
some autonomous functions.  That  means over  3  million
vehicles with cameras or radar hit Chinese roads in 2020.
One highlight of the guidelines that will go into effect from
October  1  is  that  carmakers  and other  data  processors
shall not collect data on trips unless they have the drivers’
and  passengers’  consent.  Also,  data  collected  within
vehicles  should  not  be  used  outside  vehicles  unless
necessary. Sensitive private data should be deleted within
10 days of  drivers’ and passengers’ requests.  Vital  data
must be stored within China if it  involves such things as
China’s  military,  government,  traffic  and  logistics
information as well as electric vehicles’ charging networks,.
It must not be exported before it passes safety appraisals
by the relevant Chinese departments.
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CHINA NEWS ROUND-UP
China's FDI increases 25.5% in first 
seven months, more goes into services 
sector
The  Ministry  of  Commerce  (MOFCOM)  announced  that
China’s  actual  use  of  foreign  capital  reached
CNY672.19 billion (USD103.71 billion) in the first seven
months of the year, surging by 25.5% year-on-year, and
26.1% from the same period in 2019. FDI in the services
sector grew by 29.2% year-on-year to CNY535.57 billion,
accounting  for  about  80% of  the  total.  FDI  from the
countries participating in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
and  member  countries  of  the  Association  of  Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) both grew by 46.3% year-on-year.
“The  sources  of  FDI  inflows  into  China  are  becoming
increasingly diversified,  as the nation steps up efforts to
further open up to  the rest  of  the world and pays more
attention  to  regional  cooperation,”  said  Zhang  Fei,
Associate Director  of  the Institute  of  Foreign Investment
under  the  Chinese  Academy  of  International  Trade  and
Economic  Cooperation.  China’s  economic  and  trade
cooperation  with  other  BRI  economies  and  the  ASEAN
markets  is  thriving,  which  will  make the  two groups  the
main sources of FDI inflows for China in the future, she
said. New services models and business formats emerged
since  the  Covid-19  outbreak,  and  online  and  online-to-
offline  services  helped  expand  the  services  market,
thereby attracting more foreign capital, she added. 

Nie  Pingxiang,  Deputy  Director  of  the  Service  Trade
Institute under the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM), said
the services sector has attracted more FDI because it
is a major driver of China’s economic growth at a time
when  the  structure  of  the  Chinese  economy  is  being
optimized.  “As  China  pursues  high-quality  development
and  promotes  industrial  upgrade  and  transformation,
foreign investors will  find more business opportunities in
the services sector,  especially  in  high-tech services,”  he
said. Zhang of the IFI said reform and opening-up in the
services  sector,  especially  in  producer  services,  have
helped  attract  more  FDI.  Pilot  programs  for  higher-level
opening-up in the services sector were launched in free
trade  zones  and  comprehensive  demonstration  zones,
which  prove  to  be  effective  in  attracting  more  FDI,  the
China Daily reports. 

Beijing to develop hydrogen energy
China’s capital Beijing aims to have over 10,000 fuel
cell  vehicles  on  the  road  and  37  hydrogen  filling
stations by 2025, as part of its ambitious plan to develop
the hydrogen energy industry. Beijing will also develop 10
to  15  leading  hydrogen  enterprises  with  international

influence  and  three  to  four  top  industrial  research  and
development and innovation platforms by then, according
to  a  hydrogen  energy  industry  development  blueprint
released by the Beijing Municipal Bureau of Economy and
Information Technology. There were around 150 hydrogen-
related companies and institutions in Beijing by the end of
2020.  The  industry  achieved  an  output  value  of  CNY3
billion last year. Beijing is one of the first cities to develop
the hydrogen energy and fuel cell industry. With 20 years
of  research  and  development,  the  city  has  built  an
industrial chain in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region, which
will likely surpass CNY100 billion by 2025. 

An analyst said hydrogen is likely to play a more important
role in cutting emissions in sectors like steelmaking, heavy-
duty trucks, shipping and cement in China. While hydrogen
is mainly produced industrially from coal and natural gas,
which will generate a certain amount of carbon emissions,
the process will be greener as the country is in pursuit of
carbon neutrality by 2060, said Luo Zuoxian, Director of
Intelligence and Research at the Sinopec Economics and
Development  Research  Institute.  “As  China  gradually
drives down costs, it is expected the country will embrace
a ‘green’ hydrogen era, one that is generated by renewable
energy sources without producing any carbon emissions,
by 2030,” he said. “The government will also come up with
a  more  detailed  hydrogen  energy  industry  development
plan that covers hydrogen production, transportation and
consumption.” 

The output value of the hydrogen sector in Beijing reached
CNY3  billion  last  year.  Cities  across  the  country  have
shown enthusiasm for developing the clean energy. More
than  40  cities  have  local  hydrogen  energy  industry
development  plans.  Many  state-owned  enterprises,
including  State  Power  Investment  Corp  and  China
Petroleum and Chemical, are also laying out plans to tap
into the hydrogen sector.

According  to  Peng  Huagang,  Secretary  General  of
SASAC,  more  than  one-third  of  centrally  administered
SOEs  plan  to  get  involved  in  China’s  hydrogen  power
development  to  cut  emissions  and  achieve  sustainable
development,  including  hydrogen  power  production,
storage, refueling or related businesses. According to the
Hydrogen  Industrial  Technology  Innovation  Alliance  of
China, the country’s hydrogen energy industry output value
will  reach  CNY1 trillion  by  2025,  while  the  demand  for
hydrogen  will  approach  60  million  tons  by  2050.  The
alliance expects hydrogen will account for more than 10%
of the country’s terminal energy mix and become a new
growth pillar of the economy, the China Daily reports. 
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CHINA NEWS ROUND-UP
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Excess capacity in EV battery production
expected
Electric-vehicle battery (EVBs) manufacturers in China
are  expanding  production  capacity to  tap  surging
demand  from  electric  vehicle  companies,  sparking
worries over excess capacity. Experts are calling for a
more  steady  expansion  of  production  capacity,  better
utilization of EVBs, stepped-up efforts in developing high-
quality batteries,  and technical  upgrades. Major types of
EVBs  include  lithium-ion  batteries,  lead-acid  batteries,
nickel metal hydride batteries and sodium nickel batteries.
Such batteries are usually rechargeable and designed to
have a long-endurance capacity.  On August  12,  leading
battery  maker  Contemporary  Amperex  Technology  Co
(CATL),  disclosed  a  plan  to  raise   CNY58.2  billion  for
projects  related  to  lithium  batteries  and  research  and
development in new energy technologies. Eve Energy Co
signed an agreement on August 2 with the management
committee  of  the  Jingmen  High-Tech  Industrial
Development Zone in Hubei province, to set up a lithium-
iron phosphate battery project with an annual output of 15
gigawatt-hours and a ternary lithium battery project with an
annual  output  of  15 Gwh.  In  July,  battery  maker  Gotion
High-Tech  also  announced  it  will  cooperate  with
Volkswagen Group to build up an industrial chain covering
raw materials,  battery  production  and  product  recycling.
Later,  the  company  said  it  would  establish  a  cathode
material project  with an annual output of 200,000 metric
tons in Lujiang county, Anhui province. 

Many companies are  expanding  footprints  in  the sector.
According  to  the  China  Electric-Vehicle  Battery  Industry
Innovation Alliance,  in the first half, EVB production in
China reached 74.7 GWh, up 217.5% year-on-year. Total
capacity of EVBs sold during the period amounted to 58.2
GWh, a rise of 173.6% year-on-year, and installed capacity
was  52.5  GWh,  up  200.3%  year-on-year.  The  surge  in
sales  of  new  energy  vehicles  (NEVs),  mainly  electric
vehicles (EVs), is an important reason why battery makers
increased  their  production.  Zeng  Yuqun,  Chairman  of
CATL,  said  that  the  company  had  seen  an  increase  in
orders. Staff from Ganfeng Lithium also told the newspaper
that  growing  demand  of  EVBs  from  EV  makers  has
triggered interest and participation of upstream companies,
and thus  led  to  an  increase  in  EVB supply.  The  China
Association  of  Automobile  Manufacturers  (CAAM)  said
production  and  sales  of  NEVs  in  the  first  half  reached
about 1.22 million and 1.21 million units, respectively, both
increasing about 200% year-on-year.

Experts said the development of NEVs and EVBs will enter
a fast track as China pursues the goal of peaking carbon
emissions by 2030 and reaching carbon neutrality by 2060.
The EVB industry  should keep an eye on production to
avoid excess capacity in the market. It is also important to
improve  the  utilization  rate  of  EVBs  and  develop  high-
quality products. Meanwhile, EVB manufacturers can step
up efforts to develop products like hydrogen batteries and
sodium-ion  batteries,  to  meet  the  growing  need  for  a
technical  upgrade.  “The  utilization  rate  of  EVBs  is  still
relatively  low,”  said  Lin  Boqiang,  Director  of  the  China
Institute for Studies in Energy Policy at Xiamen University.
Among EVBs produced in the first half of this year, totaling
74.7  GWh  in  production  capacity,  about  30%  were  not

used, but EVBs produced by leading manufacturers had
relatively high utilization rates.

More foreign enterprises using the 
Shanghai Financial Court
More  foreign  enterprises  are  using  the  Shanghai
Financial  Court,  which  was  established  in  2018,  to
handle commercial disputes. The first court in China to
specialize  in  financial  disputes  has  gained  increasing
credibility  and  influence  among  foreign  businesses  and
individuals, court officials said. One recent example was a
dispute  concerning a contract of guarantee that it helped
solve. The two parties involved were the Singapore branch
of an international  bank and a domestic enterprise from
Shandong province.

The court’s improved international standing is the result of
continuous efforts to improve professional foreign related
financial  adjudication.  “We  have  stepped  up  efforts  to
ascertain foreign laws when dealing with disputes involving
foreign parties,” said Zhao Hong, President of the Court.
“Also, last month, we published a trial guide for use when
dealing  with  disputes  involving  foreign  enterprises  and
individuals  as  well  as  those  from  China’s  Hong  Kong,
Macao and Taiwan.”

The court said it has been using a smart interpreter system
since December 2019, when it became the first in China to
do so. The system provides voice-to-text conversion in real
time,  with  Chinese  and  English  versions  shown  on  a
screen in  the  courtroom.  Dozens  of  experts  in  financial
justice have been invited to join the Court’s expert panel to
boost its authority in dealing with disputes in various fields.
The  latest  batch  of  15  experts  from  home  and  abroad
joined in June. The Court said that this year it has been
putting  typical  examples  of  concluded  cases  in
international legal databases. They have been retrieved
more than 360,000 times and been downloaded and cited
11,000 times by users at home and abroad. Statistics from
the Court showed that it had accepted more than 21,700
financial  disputes  of  various  kinds,  involving  nearly
CNY547 billion. It has concluded 20,050 cases.The court
said it has been visited by more than 20 delegations from
foreign  countries  and  regions,  including  the  United
Kingdom  and  Singapore,  as  well  as  international
organizations, such as the World Bank. By communicating
with those visitors, the Shanghai Financial Court learned
from their best practices and introduced its own financial
justice innovations to them, the China Daily reports. 

Parcel delivery sector reports strong 
growth
More than 58 billion parcels were sent  and received
across China in the first seven months of the year as
the express delivery sector maintained steady growth, the
State Post Bureau said. The number was  up about 43%
year-on-year.  International  package  shipments  also
bounced  back  thanks  to  effective  control  measures
targeting  the  Covid-19  pandemic.  The  number  of
international parcels, and ones delivered from or received
in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao, rose 36% year-on-year
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to  1.25  billion.  The  expansion  of  the  express  delivery
system is especially convenient for rural residents. In the
first half year of the year, more than 20 billion parcels were
handled in rural areas, a year-on-year increase of 30%. All
county-level regions and 98% of townships have access to
express deliveries.

A consumer in  Chunshui,  a  town in  Zhumadian,  Henan
province, said she changed her shopping from brick-and-
mortar  stores to  online shops since an  express delivery
outlet  opened  in  a  grocery  store  close  to  her  home.
Shopping online offers more fancy choices. It usually takes
three  to  five  days  to  receive  a  package,  she  said.  In
addition  to  receiving  goods  they  have  purchased,  rural
residents use the network to send agricultural produce to
cities near and far. A walnut grower in Kashgar, Xinjiang,
used to contact truck drivers to send walnuts to Shanghai
after the annual harvest season, usually in September. But
now  trucks  from  YT Express,  a  major  express  delivery
company, collect his walnuts at the door to be delivered all
over  China.  Last  year,  10 million parcels  of  60 kinds of
produce,  including  tangerines  from  Yichang,  Hubei
province,  and cherries  from Yantai,  Shandong province,
were shipped via express delivery. 

The State Post Bureau launched a three-year campaign
last year to further expand the network at the grassroots
and Premier Li Keqiang reiterated that China will improve
the  delivery  logistics  system  in  rural  areas  to  aid  rural
vitalization. The Bureau has set a goal of building a safe,
efficient,  open  and  two-way  rural  delivery  network  to
benefit  the rural  population  by 2025 and all  villages will
have access to express delivery by then, the China Daily
reports. 

China Telecom's IPO on Shanghai's A-
share market biggest in a decade

Shares of  China Telecom, one of the country’s big three
telecom  operators,  debuted  on  the  Shanghai  Stock
Exchange  (SSE)  in  the  biggest  float  in  the  A-share
market  in  a  decade.  The  IPO  netted  CNY54.1  billion.
China Telecom is already listed in Hong Kong, where the
price of its shares dropped following news of the Shanghai
IPO.  China  Telecom  first  went  public  on  the  New York
Stock  Exchange (NYSE)  and the  Hong Kong bourse  in
November 2002. After delisting from the U.S. in May due to
local investment restrictions, China Telecom announced it
would  list  on  the  A-share  market.  China  Telecom’s
competitor  China  Mobile submitted  its  A-share  IPO
application to the market regulator last week, after delisting
from the NYSE. It  aims to raise CNY56 billion,  which
could  surpass  China  Telecom’s  IPO.  China  Unicom,
another  major  telecom  operator  which  went  public  in
Shanghai  in  2002,  said  it  is  considering  a spinoff  or
separate  A-share  listing  for  its  subsidiary  China
Unicom  Smart  Connection  Technology,  which
specializes in technologies for internet-connected vehicles.
Experts said A-share listings will help the telecom carriers
broaden  their  fundraising  channels,  which  should  help
them to transform their  businesses to further  exploit  the
commercialization of 5G services.

Xiang  Ligang,  Director  General  of  the  Information
Consumption Alliance, said domestic investors are familiar
with the three companies, which could help generate more
funding for their  5G plans. China Telecom Chairman Ke
Ruiwen said in a briefing earlier this year that the Shanghai
IPO proceeds will help the company to focus on industrial
internet services for businesses, “new infrastructure”, and
5G development, all of which are crucial to the company’s
growth. China Telecom said it will use the proceeds for its
5G projects, a new type of infrastructure integrating cloud
and internet services, and other scientific and technological
innovation projects.

In the first half of this year, China Telecom’s revenue was
CNY219.2 billion,  up 13% year-on-year,  which yielded a
net profit  of  CNY17.7 billion,  up 27% year-on-year.  Guo
Shiliang,  an  independent  financial  analyst,  said  China
Telecom’s listing on the A-share market is partly due to the
risks associated with U.S. regulators’ tighter grip on market
proceedings there, the China Daily reports. 

Baidu presents self-driving robocar
Chinese internet search firm Baidu has unveiled its first
level 5 self-driving robocar with no steering wheel, and
an  upgraded  autonomous  driving  service  named  Luobo
Kuaipao.  The  company  aims  to  make  the  autonomous
driving  technology  commercially  viable.  Robin  Li,  Co-
founder and CEO of Baidu, outlined the company’s vision
at the annual Baidu World Conference in Beijing. Cars of
the future, Li said, will be robocars. 

They will  have,  among  other  things,  the  following
features:  L5  autonomous  driving;  voice  and  facial
recognition, which can analyze the potential needs of users
and proactively offer related services; and self-learning and
continuous  self-improvement.  Featuring  automated  gull-
wing doors and a transparent glass roof, all integrated with
external sensors, the robocar if different from the traditional
automobile design. The interior features zero-gravity seats
and a large curved intelligent display and control pad, with
no steering wheel and pedals, he said. Autonomous driving
is categorized from L1 to L5; the higher the level, the more
intelligent  the  technology.  L5  represents  full  self-driving
with no human intervention or role. 

Baidu also launched Kunlun II, its second-generation
artificial intelligence-powered chip, which is designed to
help  devices  process  huge  amounts  of  data  and  boost
computing  power.  The  chip  can  be  used  in  areas  like
autonomous  driving.  “Baidu  has  accumulated  solid
strength in self-driving chips and lidar sensor technology
that  uses  laser  light  to  measure  distances  and  map
surroundings,”  said  Zhang  Xiang,  Researcher  at  the
Automobile Industry Innovation Research Center, which is
part of the North China University of Technology in Beijing.
Zhang said fully self-driving vehicles still have a long way
to go before they can reach the mass production stage or
be  used  commercially,  considering  the  current
technological limitations. Following a few deadly crashes of
self-driving  cars  in  China  and  abroad,  industry  insiders
warned that autonomous driving startups should proceed
cautiously, especially when it comes to people’s safety, the
China Daily reports. 
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local investment restrictions, China Telecom announced it
would  list  on  the  A-share  market.  China  Telecom’s
competitor  China  Mobile submitted  its  A-share  IPO
application to the market regulator last week, after delisting
from the NYSE. It  aims to raise CNY56 billion,  which
could  surpass  China  Telecom’s  IPO.  China  Unicom,
another  major  telecom  operator  which  went  public  in
Shanghai  in  2002,  said  it  is  considering  a spinoff  or
separate  A-share  listing  for  its  subsidiary  China
Unicom  Smart  Connection  Technology,  which
specializes in technologies for internet-connected vehicles.
Experts said A-share listings will help the telecom carriers
broaden  their  fundraising  channels,  which  should  help
them to transform their  businesses to further  exploit  the
commercialization of 5G services.

Xiang  Ligang,  Director  General  of  the  Information
Consumption Alliance, said domestic investors are familiar
with the three companies, which could help generate more
funding for their  5G plans. China Telecom Chairman Ke
Ruiwen said in a briefing earlier this year that the Shanghai
IPO proceeds will help the company to focus on industrial
internet services for businesses, “new infrastructure”, and
5G development, all of which are crucial to the company’s
growth. China Telecom said it will use the proceeds for its
5G projects, a new type of infrastructure integrating cloud
and internet services, and other scientific and technological
innovation projects.

In the first half of this year, China Telecom’s revenue was
CNY219.2 billion,  up 13% year-on-year,  which yielded a
net profit  of  CNY17.7 billion,  up 27% year-on-year.  Guo
Shiliang,  an  independent  financial  analyst,  said  China
Telecom’s listing on the A-share market is partly due to the
risks associated with U.S. regulators’ tighter grip on market
proceedings there, the China Daily reports. 

Baidu presents self-driving robocar
Chinese internet search firm Baidu has unveiled its first
level 5 self-driving robocar with no steering wheel, and
an  upgraded  autonomous  driving  service  named  Luobo
Kuaipao.  The  company  aims  to  make  the  autonomous
driving  technology  commercially  viable.  Robin  Li,  Co-
founder and CEO of Baidu, outlined the company’s vision
at the annual Baidu World Conference in Beijing. Cars of
the future, Li said, will be robocars. 

They will  have,  among  other  things,  the  following
features:  L5  autonomous  driving;  voice  and  facial
recognition, which can analyze the potential needs of users
and proactively offer related services; and self-learning and
continuous  self-improvement.  Featuring  automated  gull-
wing doors and a transparent glass roof, all integrated with
external sensors, the robocar if different from the traditional
automobile design. The interior features zero-gravity seats
and a large curved intelligent display and control pad, with
no steering wheel and pedals, he said. Autonomous driving
is categorized from L1 to L5; the higher the level, the more
intelligent  the  technology.  L5  represents  full  self-driving
with no human intervention or role. 

Baidu also launched Kunlun II, its second-generation
artificial intelligence-powered chip, which is designed to
help  devices  process  huge  amounts  of  data  and  boost
computing  power.  The  chip  can  be  used  in  areas  like
autonomous  driving.  “Baidu  has  accumulated  solid
strength in self-driving chips and lidar sensor technology
that  uses  laser  light  to  measure  distances  and  map
surroundings,”  said  Zhang  Xiang,  Researcher  at  the
Automobile Industry Innovation Research Center, which is
part of the North China University of Technology in Beijing.
Zhang said fully self-driving vehicles still have a long way
to go before they can reach the mass production stage or
be  used  commercially,  considering  the  current
technological limitations. Following a few deadly crashes of
self-driving  cars  in  China  and  abroad,  industry  insiders
warned that autonomous driving startups should proceed
cautiously, especially when it comes to people’s safety, the
China Daily reports. 



FCCC-VCKK – CHINA BUSINESS WEEKLY 24 AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                       

Your banner at the FCCC website or newsletter
Companies interested in posting a banner/an
advertisement on the FCCC website or FCCC weekly
newsletter are kindly invited to contact the FCCC at:
info@flanders-china.be 

Organisation and founding members of the
Flanders- China Chamber of Commerce

Chairman
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA

Vice-Chairmen
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA

Secretary and Treasurer
Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction Banking, 
NV KBC Bank SA

Executive Director
Ms. Gwenn Sonck

Members of the Board of Directors and Founding
Members:
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA
Mr. Carl Peeters, Chief Financial Officer, NV AHLERS SA
Mr. Filip Pintelon, Senior Vice President, NV BARCO SA
Mr. Philip Eyskens, General Counsel, Senior Vice 

President Legal IP GRC, NV BEKAERT SA
Mr. Philip Hermans, Managing Director Activity Line 
Dredging, NV DEME SA
Mr. Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction 
Banking, KBC Bank SA
Mr. Johan Verstraete, Vice President Weaving Machines, 
NV PICANOL SA
Mr. Luc Delagaye, Member of the Executive Committee, 
NV AGFA-GEVAERT SA

Membership rates for 2021 (excl. VAT)
● SMEs: €435 (excl. 21% VAT)
● Large enterprises: €1,080 (excl. 21% VAT)

Contact
Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce
Office: Ajuinlei 1, B-9000 Gent, Belgium
New telephone and fax numbers:
T ++32/9/269.52.46
F ++32/9/269.52.99
E info@flanders-china.be
W www.flanders-china.be

Share your story
To send your input for publication in a future newsletter
mail to: info@flanders-china.be 
The FCCC Newsletters are edited by Michel Lens,
who is based in Beijing and can be contacted by e-mail
michel.jc.lens@gmail.com 

Disclaimer: the views expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of the FCCC or its Board of Directors.

FCCC-VCKK – CHINA BUSINESS WEEKLY 24 AUGUST 2021                                                                                                                                       

Your banner at the FCCC website or newsletter
Companies interested in posting a banner/an
advertisement on the FCCC website or FCCC weekly
newsletter are kindly invited to contact the FCCC at:
info@flanders-china.be 

Organisation and founding members of the
Flanders- China Chamber of Commerce

Chairman
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA

Vice-Chairmen
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA

Secretary and Treasurer
Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction Banking, 
NV KBC Bank SA

Executive Director
Ms. Gwenn Sonck

Members of the Board of Directors and Founding
Members:
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA
Mr. Carl Peeters, Chief Financial Officer, NV AHLERS SA
Mr. Filip Pintelon, Senior Vice President, NV BARCO SA
Mr. Philip Eyskens, General Counsel, Senior Vice 

President Legal IP GRC, NV BEKAERT SA
Mr. Philip Hermans, Managing Director Activity Line 
Dredging, NV DEME SA
Mr. Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction 
Banking, KBC Bank SA
Mr. Johan Verstraete, Vice President Weaving Machines, 
NV PICANOL SA
Mr. Luc Delagaye, Member of the Executive Committee, 
NV AGFA-GEVAERT SA

Membership rates for 2021 (excl. VAT)
● SMEs: €435 (excl. 21% VAT)
● Large enterprises: €1,080 (excl. 21% VAT)

Contact
Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce
Office: Ajuinlei 1, B-9000 Gent, Belgium
New telephone and fax numbers:
T ++32/9/269.52.46
F ++32/9/269.52.99
E info@flanders-china.be
W www.flanders-china.be

Share your story
To send your input for publication in a future newsletter
mail to: info@flanders-china.be 
The FCCC Newsletters are edited by Michel Lens,
who is based in Beijing and can be contacted by e-mail
michel.jc.lens@gmail.com 

Disclaimer: the views expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of the FCCC or its Board of Directors.

mailto:michel.jc.lens@gmail.com
mailto:info@flanders-china.be
http://www.flanders-china.be/
mailto:info@flanders-china.be
mailto:info@flanders-china.be

