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China Business Weekly
3 May 2022

FCCC/EUCBA ACTIVITIES
Webinar: The economic landscape in China: challenges and opportunities after 2.5 
years of pandemic – Thursday 5 May, 10h00 – 11:15 CEST

The Flanders-China Chamber of  Commerce and Flanders Investment and Trade are organizing  a webinar with the
Flemish Economic Representatives in China. This webinar will take place on Thursday, 5 May 2022 from 10h00 till
11h15.

During the webinar, the Flemish Economic Representatives Marc Struyvelt in Beijing, Bart Boschmans in Shanghai, Eva
Verstraelen in Guangzhou and Siegfried Verheijke in the Hong Kong S.A.R. will talk about:

The economic landscape in China: challenges and opportunities after 2.5 years of pandemic 

Program: 
10u00-10u05: Introduction by Gwenn Sonck, Executive Director, Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce

10u05-10u55: Panel discussion with the Flemish Economic Representatives of Flanders Investment & Trade:

• Marc Struyvelt, Flemish Economic Representative in Beijing;

• Bart Boschmans, Flemish Economic Representative in Shanghai;

• Eva Verstraelen, Flemish Economic Representative in Guangzhou;

• Siegfried Verheijke, Flemish Economic Representative in the Hong Kong S.A.R.

10u55-11u15: Q&A session
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Practical information:
Date: 5 May 2022

Time: 10:00 – 11:15

Location: Online

Price for members: free

SUBSCRIBE HERE

China: Life-sciences Masterclass: Understanding China's Healthcare Market and its 
Evolutions: 6 module course – May 2022

The Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce, in collaboration with Smart Hub Flemish Brabant and Flanders Investment &
Trade,  has  the  pleasure  to  invite  you  to  the  Masterclass:  "Understanding  China's  Healthcare  sector”.  The Chinese
healthcare  market  is  experiencing  an  unprecedented  growth  that  is  presenting  burgeoning  opportunities  for  Flemish
companies.  China is  now the second largest  market  in  the world  for  medical  devices and pharmaceuticals.  China’s
healthcare service market is also quickly becoming one of the largest in the world.

Taking into account these opportunities, the FCCC will organise a 6-module course focused on helping companies to enter
the Chinese market. This project is aimed at innovative companies in the pharma, biotech, medtech, medical insurance
and nutrition sectors.

The  programme  will  give  participants  a  better  understanding  of  the  general  Chinese  healthcare  market.  Business
executives will learn about the general healthcare landscape and how it has evolved, as well as the opportunities and the
challenges, best practices and lessons learned, negotiation tactics, legislation, product registration, financial incentives,
production and sales.

The series of webinars will end with a matchmaking meeting, where participants will have the opportunity to introduce
themselves to potential Chinese partners and investors.

More information on all sessions can be viewed here
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https://flanders-china.glueup.com/event/54202/register/
https://www.flanders-china.be/en/events/understanding-chinas-healthcare-market-and-its-evolutions-6-module-co
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Practical information: Time: 10h00 - 11h30

Date
First session: 10 May 2022
Second session: 11 May 2022
Third session: 12 May 2022
Fourth session: 17 May 2022
Fifth session: 18 May 2022
Final session: 20 May 2022

Price members: €125 - All sessions

Price non members: €185 - All sessions

SUBSCRIBE HERE

Visit to Huawei Cyber Security Transparency Center – May 24, 2022 at 10:30 AM, 
Brussels

The Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce and its structural partner Huawei have the pleasure to invite you to a visit of
the Huawei Cyber  Security Transparency Center in  Brussels.  Mr  Derek Huang, Managing Director, will  address how
Huawei is dealing with possible Cyber Security concerns in all transparency. This visit will take place on May 24 at 10:30
AM CEST and will be followed by a Chinese walking lunch.

The programme is as follows:
10:30 - 10:40:
Welcome by Mr Kurt Vandeputte, Chairman, Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce

Introduction  on  the  center's  mission  and  achievements  by  Mr  Derek  Huang,  Managing  Director  BELUX of  Huawei
Technologies

10:40 – 11:10: Huawei Cyber Security Practices

- Explanation of E2E cyber security assurance system

- Who owns Huawei

- Explanation of secure supplier management

- Vulnerability management
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- Thorough product evaluation

11:10 – 11:40: Visit of the laboratories & dynamic screens tour

- Huawei engagement in Europe

- Challenge of cloud security

- Data privacy

- Relationships with academics

- Huawei product security baseline

12:00 – 14:00: Chinese walking lunch

Practical information:
Date and time: May 24, 2022, 10:30 - 14:00

Location: Huawei Cyber Security Transparency Center, Rue Guimard 9, 1000 Brussels

Price for members: Free

SUBSCRIBE HERE

PAST EVENTS
Exclusive Webinar with His Excellency Peng Gang, Minister in charge of economy 
and trade, Chinese Mission to the EU – 26 April 2022

The EU-China Business Association (EUCBA) and the China Chamber of Commerce to the EU (CCCEU) organized an
exclusive webinar with His Excellency Peng Gang,  Minister  in charge of  economy and trade at  the Chinese
Mission to the EU on April 26. 

Ms Gwenn Sonck, Executive Director, EU-China Business Association, welcomed the participants to the webinar. This is
the third joint event with the Chinese Chamber of Commerce to the EU. Ms Sonck also thanked the Chinese Mission to
the EU for their support to the EUCBA. In 2021 the EU and China were the largest trading partners in goods, accounting
for €9 billion a day. The EU exported €223 billion and imported €472 billion. In 2020 the EU exported €47 billion in services
to China, while China exported €31 billion to the EU. China and the EU both need each other more than ever. China's
market offers long-term business opportunities for our companies and many if not most of our companies are in China for
China. Business leaders need to be able to meet face to face, not being able to do this is an important issue. Despite this,
European companies remain committed to the Chinese market. Recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic remains a shared
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https://flanders-china.glueup.com/event/55111/register/
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priority, Ms Sonck said. 

Mr Xu Haifeng, Chairman, China Chamber of Commerce to the EU, said the dialogue and this webinar would promote
exchanges between China and the EU. The China-EU summit on April 1 took place at a critical juncture. China and the EU
agreed to continue high-level talks. The business community is trying to deal with multiple crises. Covid-19 is still rising
and economic recovery remains sluggish. The war in Ukraine has added to difficulties and uncertainties. For businesses,
the spillovers, such as price hikes, are apparent. Peace is in the interest of all parties. The China Chamber of Commerce
to the EU has kept a close eye on the development of Chinese enterprises in the EU. They bucked the trend and grew
modestly  in  the  past  two years  during  the  pandemic.  They  contributed  to  the  EU's  economic  recovery  and remain
optimistic about the long-term development of China-EU economic, trade and business ties. The significance of the EU
market for Chinese businesses has kept growing. The Chamber will launch this year's survey in the coming weeks. China-
EU trade will stay resilient. In the first quarter trade grew by more than 10%, Mr Xu said.  

HE Minister Peng Gang gave an update on the economic and trade relations between China and the EU. In the current
situation, all circles in China and the EU need more chances to enhance mutual understanding and strengthen confidence
in our cooperation. On April 1, Chinese President Xi Jinping had a video meeting with the President of the European
Council Charles Michel and the President of the European Commission Ursula Von der Leyen. Premier Li Keqiang also
co-chaired the 23rd EU-China Summit. This has attracted much attention. A senior EU official likened the summit to a
“dialogue of the deaf”, this is one-sided and extreme. We can classify it as disinformation. Positive results have been
achieved at the summit.

The summit has laid a solid foundation for the further development of China-EU relations. Leaders of both sides
agreed that China-EU relations have long been based on mutual benefit and win-win results, which is not only beneficial to
each other but crucial to world peace, stability and development. China and the EU should maintain regular strategic
communication. The statements made by the leaders of the EU and China show that cooperation is stable, channels of
communication are still open, and the future development prospects are still bright. 

The summit  injected new impetus into  China-EU cooperation in  various  fields.  It  was agreed to  hold five high-level
dialogues on strategy, economy and trade, environment and climate change, digital, and people-to-people to promote the
implementation of bilateral consensus. China and the EU will continue to jointly fight against the pandemic and help the
sustainable recovery of the world economy. They will also expand cooperation in digital innovation, agriculture, technology,
emergency management and other new areas. 

The summit provided an important platform to discuss international issues, including the Ukraine crisis. China and
the EU are in favor of de-escalation, striving for a political settlement and maintaining the tranquility and stability of the
world.  Based  on  the  principle  of  mutual  respect,  the  two sides  will  continue  to  hold  communications,  realize  more
consensus and jointly promote the solution of international problems. China-EU relations are one of the most important
bilateral ties in the world. We cannot resort to one summit to eliminate all differences and disputes between the two sides.
President Xi Jinping made clear that China sponsoring the partnership for peace, growth, reform and civilization has never
been changed. We see continued strengthening of communications, coordination and cooperation to promote the long-
term development of relations and provide more stability to a turbulent world. 

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and some political incidents, China-EU economic and trade relations have achieved
strong growth. China has become the EU's largest trading partner for the past two years. In the first quarter the trade
volume reached USD205.9 billion, maintaining double-digit growth. In 2021 China-EU bilateral investment exceeded the
threshold of USD200 billion, reaching USD212 billion. This is a powerful response to the rhetoric of decoupling and the
slandering of China-EU collaboration. The achievements prove that collaboration has a solid foundation, but also enjoys
strong resilience.  

Our bilateral cooperation also faces some obstacles. In recent years the EU has continuously strengthened and
expanded  economic  and  trade  toolboxes.  Many  businesspeople  are  worried  about  the  direction  of  the  EU's  policy.
According to a survey by the China Chamber of Commerce to the EU (CCCEU), the overall rating of the EU business
environment  by  Chinese  companies  declined  for  the  second  consecutive  year.  More  regrettably,  the  EU  launched
economic sanctions against China in March last year. Ratification of the CAI was frozen by the European parliament. H.E.
Peng Gang said he deeply felt the eager aspiration for the CAI and emphasized with the disappointment over the setback
in the ratification process. We do not want to see these problems occur in China-EU cooperation. Our two sides have
different  values  and  political  systems,  but  these  differences  should  not  become  obstacles  in  our  cooperation.  The
international situation is under dramatic turbulence. The combination of the pandemic and the Ukraine crisis have caused
huge negative impacts on the world. Economic globalization has encountered unprecedented difficulties. At this critical
moment, China and the EU should join hands and make the right choice between opening and closing doors and between
cooperation and decoupling. 

Economic and trade cooperation has always been the ballast and stabilizer of China-EU relations. Chinese and EU
enterprises are the main force in promoting the bilateral economic and trade collaboration. Under the current situation it is
even more necessary for the entrepreneurs of both sides to play an active role in the face of difficulties, forging ahead, and
contributing to the steady development of China-EU cooperation. We must have faith in our further cooperation.

China and the EU will witness the 47th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties. Looking back to the past
47 years, China-EU relations have gone through ups and downs and maintained the momentum of sound development.
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Our financial cooperation has also been growing from a trickle of water into a broad river. Heavy storms may raise waves
on the surface, but cannot prevent the river from rushing forward. According to the 2021 report of the EUCCC, 60% of EU
companies plan to expand their business in China. The number of companies considering moving out reached a record
low. The report also showed that Chinese companies still have confidence in the EU market. Around 44% of Chinese
companies  intend  to  increase  their  investment  into  the  EU and  67% plan  to  expand  their  local  operations.  These
encouraging  numbers  prove  that  our  businesses have strong passion  in  further  cooperation.  We must  maintain  our
perseverance in the prospect of bilateral cooperation. China is the largest developing country in the world with a huge
market of 1.4 billion people and unlimited opportunities. The EU is the largest union of developed countries with a solid
economic foundation, prosperous people and a wealthy society.  China-EU economic and trade cooperation still has huge
potential and the close connection between the two sides remains steady. Enterprises of both sides should persevere,
deepen cooperation in the development of the times, and try to cultivate more fruitful  collaboration in our two major
markets. 

China always attaches great importance to providing a better business environment for foreign companies in
China. Leaders of the Chinese government have held several forums on investment by foreign enterprises, emphasizing
the need to create a market-oriented, legalized and internationalized business environment in China and support foreign
enterprises to better invest in the Chinese market. Not long ago, China's Minister of Commerce Wang Wentao also had a
meeting with  EUCCC Chairman Wuttke and representatives of  European enterprises,  listening to  their  opinions and
suggestions  on  developments in  China.  On January  1,  the  new version  of  China's  national  negative  list  for  foreign
investment market access was officially implemented and the number of items has been greatly reduced from 190 to 31.
China's efforts to improve the business environment have been widely recognized by the world. In 2021 FDI to China
increased by one-third to a record high of USD324 billion. The OECD predicted that in 2021 China might absorb as much
as one-fifth of the world's total FDI flows. The WTO said that global trade grew by 10.8% in the same year, but China's
foreign trade increased by nearly 30%. Companies pay more and more attention to the super-large Chinese market and
businesses have full confidence in China's economic development. 

We hope the EU will demonstrate real confidence, curb the impulse of protectionism and resist the temptation of
unilateralism. It  is in the common interests that the EU institutions listen to the voices and demands of enterprises,
continuously adhere to the principles of openness and defend multilateralism based on WTO rules. China hopes to work
side by side with the EU to inject more dynamism into the struggling global economy and better serve the cooperation and
development of both Chinese and European companies in the long run.

A Q&A session concluded the webinar. 

Follow the Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce on
LinkedIn – Facebook – Twitter – Instagram

HEALTH
Beijing restaurants switch to delivery services only and a negative test will be 
required to use public transport; Shanghai relaxes lockdown measures

While  new  daily  Covid-19  cases  are  declining  in
Shanghai  and  some  lockdown  measures  have  been
relaxed, most Beijing residents have been tested three
times in the past week and will  not be able to enter
scenic spots,  hotels  and other  public  spaces during
the May Day holiday without a negative PCR test in the
past 48 hours. 
Restaurants in Beijing only open for outside deliveries
between May 1 and 4. A negative test taken within the
past week will be required to use public transport after
the May Day holidays. PCR tests will be free of charge for
Beijing  residents.  Meanwhile  all  domestic  flights  were
canceled for two days at Baiyun airport in Guangzhou after
one Covid-19 case was detected. International and cargo
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the May Day holiday without a negative PCR test in the
past 48 hours. 
Restaurants in Beijing only open for outside deliveries
between May 1 and 4. A negative test taken within the
past week will be required to use public transport after
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flights were not affected. 

To curb the Covid-19 outbreak  in Beijing, residents must
present a negative test taken within 48 hours if they wish to
enter  public  places  during  May Day holiday,  which  runs
from April 30 till May 4. After the five-day holiday, students
and workers should show a negative test before returning
to school or work. Beijing has reported a total of 400 cases
in 14 districts since April 22. Between 3 pm on Sunday and
3  pm  on  Monday,  Beijing  reported  41  new  locally
transmitted confirmed cases and nine new asymptomatic
carriers, of which 45 were reported from controlled zones
and five were found during mass nucleic acid tests.  Beijing
residents in 12 districts will be subjected to PCR tests on
three  consecutive  days  –  May  3,  4  and  5  –  to  cut  off
sources of virus transmission. 

Beijing’s online health code checking system, Jiankangbao,
was hit  by cyber  attacks  from overseas  on  April  28 but
services were not disrupted. The system has stored a huge
amount of  personal information and is key to the capital
city’s  ongoing efforts to  curb the virus.  The attacks may
have  aimed  to  acquire  private  information  of  Beijing
residents.

Beijing reopened the Xiaotangshan makeshift  hospital on
May 1 to treat Covid-19 asymptomatic patients and mild
cases.The hospital,  once used for accommodating SARS
patients  in  2003  and  also  for  treating  local  Covid-19
patients in early 2020, consists of nine isolation units and
1,200  beds.  There  were  nearly  400  makeshift  hospitals
across  China,  with  over  560,000  beds,  for  mild  and
asymptomatic cases. 

In Shanghai, most new cases were detected in persons
already in quarantine, but mass testing continued, and
people were still prevented from leaving Shanghai unless
in an emergency. In areas where no new infections were
detected  for  some  time,  restrictions  were  slowly  being
lifted,  as  people  were  allowed  more  freedom  to  move
around.  “Chances  are  slim  for  a  lifting  of  the  lockdown
before the societal zero-Covid goal is achieved,” said Meng
Tianying, Senior Executive at Shanghai-based consultancy

Domo Medical. “It is difficult to predict when the goal can
be achieved because the Omicron variant is not easy to
contain.” Major logistics enterprises in Shanghai resumed
express  delivery  services  in  the  city  after  weeks  of
suspension. 

In Shanghai, six districts, including Fengxian, Jinshan and
Chongming,  have  basically  realized  no  community
transmissions,  easing  the  lockdown  for  more  than  15
million residents. The number of new daily infections has
steadily declined after it peaked at 27,605 on April 13, Gu
Honghui,  an official with the Shanghai government,  said.
On May 1, 2.76 million residents were living in lockdown
zones  and  5.51  million  in  controlled  zones,  where  strict
epidemic  control  measures  are  still  being  implemented.
Shanghai will  continue conducting nucleic acid testing till
May 7, and will adopt combined nucleic acid and antigen
testing in some areas. Shanghai reported 788 confirmed
and  7,084  asymptomatic  cases  on  May  1,  the  fourth
consecutive  day  in  which  the  number  of  new  daily
infections dropped to below 10,000. The number of deaths
has increased to 454 in the latest flare-up.

Joerg  Wuttke,  Chairman  of  the  European  Union
Chamber of Commerce in China, urged the authorities
in Beijing to focus on mass vaccination,  especially of
the  elderly,  instead  of  draconian  mass  testing.  Colm
Rafferty, Chairman of the American Chamber of Commerce
in China, said the situation in Beijing appeared to be stable
for now, with smooth mass testing and no food shortages,
but the business community remained concerned about the
possibility of a citywide lockdown. The Chamber said that a
surge  in  cases,  lockdowns  and  greater  uncertainty  had
made  doing  business  “very  challenging”.  The  districts
affected by testing cover about 20 million people. Only five
less-populated,  suburban  districts  covering  about  2.14
million, are excluded from the city’s testing regime. Only a
dozen positive samples were found in Beijing’s first round
of mass Covid-19 testing involving nearly 20 million people.

Two  homegrown  Omicron-specific  Covid-19  vaccine
candidates  developed  by  Sinopharm  and  Sinovac
Biotech  have  been  approved  for  clinical  trials  by
China’s  top  drug  regulator. If  the  trial  proceeds
successfully, the experimental vaccine from Sinopharm will
likely  be used as  a  third  or  fourth  booster  shot  for  fully
vaccinated people aged 18 and older, the company said. 

Major cities including Shanghai and Beijing have been
taking steps to increase the Covid-19 vaccination rate
among residents  aged 60  and above,  as they  are  most
likely to develop severe cases of the disease or even death
due  to  underlying  conditions.  The  vaccination  rate  of
people aged 60 and above in Shanghai currently stands at
just 62%, much lower than the national average of 80.6%.
The percentage of  those who had received their booster
shot is also much lower – 38% in Shanghai compared with
the  national  average  of  around  57%.  According  to  the
Beijing government, more than 3.43 million residents aged
60 and above had received a vaccination shot as of April
13, accounting for 80% of the group.

The Chinese authorities still want to stick to the zero-Covid
policy, saying it has kept death rates low compared to other
countries.  A source at a foreign business lobby in Beijing,
quoted by the South China Morning Post,  said  that  “the
priority for local officials in their performance evaluation this
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year is no Covid,  and they don’t  care about the second
one, which is the economy”. 

The Ministry of Transport forecasts a total  of  100 million
trips will  be made over  the five-day May Day holiday,  a
62% drop  compared  with  the  previous  year.  China  has

reported  over  550,000  local  infections  in  April,  with  all
provinces and regions, except Tibet, reporting local cases.

This  overview  is  based  on  reports  by  the  China  Daily,
Shanghai  Daily,  Global  Times and South China Morning
Post. 

TRAVEL
Hong Kong welcoming foreigners again, but business travelers still wary

The  first  foreign  travelers  arrived  at  Hong  Kong
International Airport on May 1, after authorities relaxed
strict Covid entry rules. But residents and non-resident
visitors  must  spend  seven  days  in  compulsory
quarantine in a government-approved hotel, discouraging
many business travelers.

Business leaders said the mandatory quarantine and
the  risk  of  flights  being  banned  when  travelers  test
positive  for  Covid-19  remained  too  off-putting.  Hong
Kong General Chamber of Commerce CEO George Leung
warned that the city risked falling behind rivals that were
opening up and moving forward swiftly. “When every global
business hub was shut down due to Covid-19, the cost of
the disruption was borne by all, so we were all in the same
boat,” he told the South China Morning Post. “Now that the
whole world is opening up and moving forward, Hong Kong
risks  losing  out.”  He  said  expatriates  or  professionals
working with multinational firms who could afford to stay for
at least a month would come to Hong Kong, but they were
in  the  minority.  Most  business  travelers,  including  those
taking part  in  exhibitions or  meeting  clients,  came for  a
shorter  period  and  preferred  quarantine-free  travel,  he
added. Peter Burnett, Chairman of the British Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong, agreed, saying: “Most people on
a business trip  to  Hong Kong want  to  spend perhaps a
week. If  they’ve got to spend a week in quarantine, and
then a week out meeting people, it becomes altogether too
time-consuming.” 

At the same time, he added, travelers had to be mindful
that their trips might be affected if Hong Kong banned flight
routes  because  arriving  passengers  tested  positive  for
Covid-19.  He said business trips were usually scheduled
carefully with visits to multiple locations in the region, and a

flight  suspension could disrupt  the whole program.  “This
becomes a huge disincentive to schedule a trip to include
Hong  Kong,”  he  said.  A foreign  businessman  based  in
Hong  Kong  said  he  would  not  recommend  that  his
business partners visited any time soon. “Quarantine is one
issue, but the risk of being sent to a compulsory isolation
facility is another,” he said, referring to the government-run
facilities with minimum amenities where patients with mild
symptoms  were  isolated.  Businesses  have  called  for
quarantine-free travel with mainland China and overseas,
but Hong Kong has stuck with its “dynamic-zero” Covid-19
approach to tackling the pandemic with strict quarantine,
isolation  and  social-distancing  restrictions.  The  city  has
recorded more than 1.2 million infections and over 9,300
related deaths.

Visitors have to book a room for their seven nights of
quarantine  at  one  of  55  designated  hotels,  and  risk
having to rebook if their arrival date changes because of a
flight  ban.  The  government  eased  its  mechanism  for
triggering a flight suspension. From May 1, an airline will
face  a  five-day  route  ban  if  a  flight  brings  in  five
passengers found to be infected with Covid-19, or 5% of
those on a single flight, whichever is greater. The threshold
was previously three passengers who tested positive, with
a longer  ban of  seven days.  There have been 83 flight
route bans so far this year. Currently there are nine bans in
place,  affecting  Cathay  Pacific  Airways,  Thai  Airways,
Emirates Airlines, Air Canada, Turkish Airlines and Qatar
Airways. One traveler said: “Having to change flights and
hotels is not easy or cheap. Anyone who wants to get back
on  a  specific  date  can’t  count  on  it.”  In  the  first  three
months of this year, when Hong Kong battled a surging fifth
wave  of  Covid-19  infections,  there  were  11,490  visitors,
down 30.5% from the  same period  last  year,  the  South
China Morning Post reports. 

Hong  Kong’s  flight  suspension  mechanism  should  be
scrapped as current quarantine measures are enough to
reduce the risk of Covid-19 spreading in the community, a
government pandemic adviser has said, as the number of
new cases fell to a three-month low. But Dr Chuang Shuk-
kwan,  head  of  the  Center  for  Health  Protection’s
communicable disease branch, warned that a rebound in
infections  was  possible  following  the  easing  of  social-
distancing  curbs  that  had  been  in  place  for  months,
especially  the  end  to  the  ban on  international  travelers.
“The caseload has been decreasing since the peak in early
March  to  300  today,  but  we  still  have  to  observe  the
situation, as we have been slowly relaxing social-distancing
measures,”  Chuang  said.  “The  increase  in  the  flow  of
people and gatherings may cause a rebound in cases.”
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ECONOMIC ZONES
Economic zone of Beijing's Daxing airport is becoming new gateway to China

Beijing  Daxing  International  Airport,  located  in  the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei  cluster,  is  driving  the
development of the region. Known as the new gateway
of China, it has become an important tool for the country
to focus on the future development of world-class urban
areas.  Director  of  the  Development  and  Reform
Department at the Management Committee of the airport
economic zone in Daxing district said the airport’s average
daily  passenger  throughput  has  exceeded 100,000.  The
yearly cargo and mail throughput of the airport is expected
to reach 4 million metric tons in the next few years. The
economic zone of Daxing airport, with an overall area of
about 1,028 square kilometers and a core area of about
150 sq km, is the only area in the country in which the
policies  of  two  free  trade  zones  are  implemented.  The
Daxing (Beijing) part is 50 sq km, and the Hebei Langfang
part is about 100 sq km. The Daxing area is divided into
the  eastern  area  of  24  sq  km,  with  a  comprehensive
bonded  area,  an  international  aviation  community,
convention  and  exhibition  center,  consumption  hub,
international school and a central ecological park. 

The  western  area  is  26  sq  km,  with  services  such  as
healthcare, an international talent community, science and
technology innovation zone and hospital.  The airport one
focusses  on  the  life  and  health  industries,  high-end
services,  aviation  security,  new-generation  information
technologies and advanced equipment. Four major areas
are  planned:  a  comprehensive  bonded  area,  a  smart
logistics area, an international aviation community, and an
international life and health community.  There will be six
major  industrial  parks,  including  the  International
Aviation Headquarters Park, the Biomedical Incubator, and
the International Business Complex. Innovative incubation

projects such as Aige Stem Cell, Shanghai Cell, and Sino
Valley have already established themselves in the zone’s
Innovation  Center.  Aviation  industry  projects  include the
Civil Aviation Airworthiness Certification Center. 

Within the area of about 100 sq km in Langfang, more than
half of the area is used for overall management and control
of the natural environment such as rivers, corridors, forests
and farmland. The goal is to make the Langfang area a
model of green and high-quality growth in Hebei, a large
platform  for  the  coordinated  development  of  Beijing-
Tianjin-Hebei region and a world-class aviation city. From
2019  to  2035,  the  Langfang  part  of  the  Daxing  airport
economic  zone  will  build  902  construction  and  public
service facilities, with a total investment of about CNY95
billion.

A  competition  to  collect  ideas  for  the  International
Convention and Exhibition and Consumption Hub in  the
Beijing  Daxing  International  Airport  Economic  Zone  has
been launched. Wang Youguo, Party Secretary of Daxing
district, said investing in Daxing means investing in the
future  of  China  and  the  world.  The  airport  economic
zone is an innovative hub helping the city to cooperate with
other regions worldwide and become a new impetus for
national  development.  The  zone  will  combine  air  and
railway  transportation  and  help  to  showcase  Chinese
culture to people from different countries and regions. It will
feature  innovation  in  the  airport  economy  and  thus  aid
industrial development in the economic zone. The zone will
explore a comprehensive development mode integrating a
convention and exhibition center, a consumption hub and a
park, the China Daily reports.

“Building  an  international  consumption  center  is  an
important  task  in  introducing  well-known  market  players
and  creating  a  strong  environment  for  shopping  and
consumption.  We  are  building  Daxing  into  an  important
consumption highland in the southern part of Beijing,” said
Cai Xiaojun, Deputy Director of Daxing district. “The growth
rate of service consumption in Beijing in the past 10 years
has  always  been  faster  than  that  of  commodity
consumption.  Online  consumption  has  continued  to
accelerate.  The  airport  economic  zones  should  explore
new consumption trends and create tailored scenarios for
customers to better meet needs,” he said. 
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CHINA NEWS ROUND-UP
China to take measures to shore up 
consumption and support smaller firms
China  has  unveiled  new  measures  to  shore  up
consumer spending and support smaller firms and the
services  sector  as  the  nation  battles  to  contain  its
most extensive Covid-19 outbreaks since the onset of
the pandemic. The Chinese government pledged to scale
up aid measures for businesses hit hard by the pandemic,
ensure the stable supply and prices of basic commodities,
and encourage innovation in models of consumption. Key
measures  include  encouraging  financial  institutions  to
extend support to hard-hit sectors and encourage eligible
areas to offer free nucleic acid tests to workers in the retail
and  catering  sectors.  China’s  retail  sales  of  consumer
goods  declined  3.5%  year-on-year  in  March.  The
outbreaks have particularly hit  the catering sector, which
saw  its  revenue  decline  by  16.4%  year-on-year  in
March,  according  to  the  National  Bureau  of  Statistics
(NBS). Meanwhile, online retail sales of goods increased
8.8%  year-on-year  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,
contributing a larger share to retail sales, which increased
by 3.3% from the level of 2021. 

Construction of major warehousing bases in major cities is
planned to ensure that daily necessities can be distributed
during emergencies and the supply of  goods will  not  be
disrupted. The growth of new models of spending will be
promoted, including on the health and care for the elderly,
including  tourism,  health  consultation,  daily  care  and
management  of  chronic  diseases  for  the  elderly.  The
government will give priority to the development of green
consumption, including taking steps to promote the use of
green construction materials, accelerate the renovation of
buildings for energy conservation and support the growth
of the new energy vehicle sector. The policy document also
called for unimpeded logistics, saying that the development
of cold-chain logistics will  be expedited, the China Daily
reports. 

Separately,  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  for
Financial and Economic Affairs presided over by President
Xi  Jinping,  decided  to  boost  construction  of
infrastructure focused on national security. This includes
construction  of  5G  networks,  the  industrial  internet,
intercity  transportation  and  intracity  rail  systems,  data
centers,  artificial  intelligence,  ultra-high  voltage
infrastructure, and new energy vehicle charging stations.
While highlighting the need to upgrade the nation’s water
transport  network,  the  meeting’s  participants  called  for
developing  intelligent  power  grids,  speeding  up  the
improvement of  oil  and gas pipelines, and strengthening
facilities that contribute to the upgrading of the information,
logistics, and scientific and technological sectors. 

Investments contributed 1.1 percentage points to last
year’s  GDP  growth  of  8.1%,  compared  with  1.7
percentage points from net exports and 5.3 percentage
points from consumption. Infrastructure spending, which
often accounts for one-third of all investment, rose in the
first  quarter  by  10.5%,  year-on-year,  while  property
investment remained subdued with a growth rate of 0.7%
in the period.

Shanghai port reports 8.14% increase in
throughput
The Port of Shanghai, one of the world's largest ports in
terms of  cargo tonnage,  reported a stable increase in
turnover during the first quarter of 2022,  but the port
has seen significant  disruptions  since the end of  March
following the Covid-19 outbreak in Shanghai. The turnover
of Shanghai port picked up by 8.14% in the first quarter
from a year earlier to 12.26 million TEU. But in April, the
average  daily  container  throughput  is  expected  to  be
equivalent  to  100,000  TEU,  about  75% of  the  previous
levels,  data  from the  Shanghai  Municipal  Transportation
Commission showed. Still,  “the Shanghai port has never
stopped operating for a day since public health measures
were put in place,”  said Tu Weifeng, an official from the
Commission, adding that the overall operation efficiency at
Shanghai  port  has  not  been  affected  by  anti-epidemic
efforts in the city.

Analysts said that  the capacity of the port has mainly
been hurt by the congestion on roads rather than the
port itself. The Shanghai International Port Group (SIPG)
also said earlier this month that efficiency at the Shanghai
Port has been affected to a certain extent due to the lack of
truck drivers. Zhong Zhechao, Founder of One Shipping,
an international logistics service consulting company, told
the Global Times that congestion at the Shanghai port is
very  serious  and  nearly  60%  of  cargo  at  sea  and  air
terminals  were  stuck.  Chinese  officials  and  companies
have taken various measures to tackle logistics problems,
including  issuing  nationally  unified  vehicle  passes  and
reopening  highway  toll  stations  and  service  centers  to
ensure smooth transportation. As a result, transportation of
containers at  the port  has been recovering steadily,  with
shipments entering and leaving the port recovering to more
than 20,000 TEU per day from less than 10,000 TEU at the
height of the epidemic, according to the port.

In an optimistic scenario, the impact on the port and supply
chain could be eased in the second quarter, boosted by
rising  shipment  demand  and  an  accelerated  return  to
normal  operations  starting  from  May,  Wu  Minghua,
Independent  Shipping  Industry  Analyst  in  Shanghai,  told
the Global Times. “The improvement in May could cover
for some of the losses in April,” Wu said, as reported by
the Global Times.

Industrial firms' profits rose 8.5% in first 
quarter
Profits of China’s industrial firms rose 8.5% year-on-
year  in  the  first  quarter,  the  National  Bureau  of
Statistics (NBS) said, suggesting a steady start for the
industrial  economy  this  year.  Upstream  companies
made increased profits from rising energy and raw material
prices, while some midstream and downstream firms still
face  mounting  pressure  and  difficulties.  In  the  January-
March period, industrial firms’ bottom line growth rate was
3.8 percentage points lower than that in the fourth quarter
of  2021,  the  NBS  said.  Industrial  firms’  profits  reached
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CNY1.96 trillion in the first three months, and the pace of
profit growth quickened from a 5.0% gain reported in the
first  two  months.  Zhu  Hong,  Senior  NBS  Statistician,
attributed the growth to effective government measures to
cut  taxes  and  fees  and  ease  pressure  on  enterprises
during the period. 

During the January-March period, profits  of  mining firms
grew 1.48 times. Profits in manufacturing fell 2.1% in the
first quarter and bottom lines reported by power, heat, gas,
water and supply firms slumped 30.3%. Zhu warned that
industrial  firms  are  facing  multiple  challenges  from
resurgent  domestic  Covid-19  cases  and  intensifying
imported  inflationary  pressure,  adding  that  more  efforts
should be made to ensure stable prices and supplies as
well as smoother logistics services. 

Zhou Maohua, Analyst at China Everbright Bank, attributed
the large profits registered by upstream firms to expanding
global  demand  and  soaring  energy  and  raw  material
prices, saying the slowdown in profits of some midstream
and downstream firms is a combined result of a high-base
effect from the previous year and rising commodity prices.
China  is  capable  of  maintaining  steady  growth  for  the
whole year with the help of solid government measures to
control  the  pandemic  and  support  hard-hit  enterprises,
Zhou said. A number of banks lowered their deposit rates
and  interest  rates  of  large-denomination  certificates  of
deposit  recently.  Reductions  in  the  cost  of  deposits  will
lead to a decline in lending rates, thus lowering financing
costs for the real economy, according to a report by CSC
Financial Co. 

More than 30 million border crossings by
Chinese reported in the first quarter
More  than  30  million  Chinese  mainland  entries  and
exits were recorded during the first quarter, down 5.9%
from  last  year,  of  which  14.6  million  were  Chinese
citizens  who  made  outbound  trips,  according  to  the
National Immigration Administration (NIA). The NIA issued
426,000 passports and other exit and entry documents and
granted 136,000 foreign stay and residence permits. The
issuance of these documents effectively ensured the safe
and unimpeded flow of international industrial and supply
chains,  and  met  the  urgent  needs  of  Chinese  citizens
going abroad to resume work and production or cultural
and humanitarian exchanges, said Chen Jie, Spokesman
for the NIA. Given that the global Covid-19 prevention and
control situation remains challenging and complex, the NIA
will  continue to  implement  tight  immigration policies and
conduct strict examinations of immigration documents, he
said. 

Immigration  authorities  at  land,  sea  and  airports  have
taken  measures  in  light  of  local  conditions  to  ensure
orderly  customs  clearance.  After  the  recent  outbreak  of
Covid-19  in  Guangdong  province’s  Guangzhou  and
Shenzhen,  and  Shanghai  municipality,  local  immigration
authorities  quickly  opened  fast  channels  for  border
inspection  for  cargo  ships  carrying  anti-epidemic  and
livelihood  materials,  and  provided  electronic  customs
clearance for international cargo flights to ensure the safe
and smooth flow of operations at ports. 

Efforts have also been stepped up in border areas in the

management  of  illegal  immigration.  Foreigners  should
come  to  China  through  legitimate  channels,  stay  and
reside in accordance with the approved reasons, time limit
and  region,  and  strictly  abide  by  Chinese  laws  and
regulations, Chen said. During the first quarter, authorities
arrested 13,400 foreign nationals involved in illegal entry,
residence  and  employment,  and  repatriated  8,000,  the
China Daily reports. 

Speedy growth expected in flexible 
display panel industry
The flexible  display  panel  industry  is  poised  to  see
speedy  growth  in  China  as  major  domestic  panel
makers  have scaled up production capacities  in  the
thinner  and foldable  screens  used for  smartphones,
owing  to  the  maturity  of  technologies  and  cost
reductions.  Statistics  from  Sigmaintell  Consulting,  a
Beijing-based  market  research  firm,  showed  the  global
shipment  of  flexible  organic  light-emitting  diode  (OLED)
panels is expected to reach 405 million units in 2022, with
Chinese display makers accounting for about 36% of the
market share. Shipments of foldable smartphones surged
171.9% on a  yearly  basis  to  about  7.21 million units  in
2021, and the figure is foreseen to reach 14.4 million units
this year, an increase of 99.6% year-on-year. 

Industry experts said that compared with traditional liquid
crystal  displays  (LCD),  OLED  is  the  next-generation
display technology that has great improvements in terms of
image contrast, brightness and color spectrum, thus further
accelerating  the  upgrade  of  the  display  industry.  The
penetration rate of OLED panels in the smartphone market
worldwide is expected to be 50% by 2026, according to
Sigmaintell. BOE Technology Group Co, a leading Chinese
display panel  supplier,  topped the domestic  market  with
flexible OLED panel shipments of about 60 million units in
2021, up nearly 60% year-on-year. It became the world’s
second-largest  OLED  maker  next  to  South  Korea’s
Samsung  Display,  it  added.  The  total  revenue  of  BOE
stood at  CNY219.3 billion last  year,  up 61.79% year-on-
year, while its net profit surged 413% to a record high of
CNY25.8  billion.  Its  flexible  display  screens  have  been
applied in some of the latest flagship smartphone products,
such as Honor’s Magic 4 series and Oppo’s Find X5. The
company’s OLED panel shipments are expected to exceed
100 million units this year, BOE said. 

At  present,  BOE  owns  three  sixth-generation  flexible
active-matrix  organic  light-emitting  diodes  (AMOLED)
production lines. It started mass production of the flexible
panels  at  its  facility  in  Chengdu,  Sichuan  province,  in
October  2017.  The  panels  have  already  been  used  by
more than 10 smartphone manufacturers. 

The  company’s  second  production  line  in  Mianyang,
Sichuan province, began mass production in 2019, while
its third facility in Chongqing was put into operation last
December. Visionox Technology, another Chinese display
panel supplier, said it will continue to focus on cutting-edge
AMOLED  technology,  which  is  expected  to  have  wider
applications in smartphones, computers, smart wearables,
vehicles,  smart  homes,  virtual  reality  and  augmented
reality, the China Daily reports.
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December. Visionox Technology, another Chinese display
panel supplier, said it will continue to focus on cutting-edge
AMOLED  technology,  which  is  expected  to  have  wider
applications in smartphones, computers, smart wearables,
vehicles,  smart  homes,  virtual  reality  and  augmented
reality, the China Daily reports.
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Assembly of first pre-fabricated metro 
station finished in Qingdao
Assembly  of  China’s  first  fully  prefabricated  metro
station  was  completed  in  Qingdao,  Shandong
province.  All  of  the  metro  station's  main  structure,
internal structural beams, slabs and columns are pre-
cast.  The first phase of Qingdao Metro Line 6, at 30.47
kilometers  long  with  21  stations,  is  financed  by  the
Qingdao Metro Group and is being built by the state-owned
China Railway No 4 Engineering Group Co (CREC4). Liu
Quanwei,  Chairman  and  General  Manager  of  Qingdao
Metro  Line  6  Co,  said  that  within  10  months,  the
technicians  made  breakthroughs  in  realizing  full
prefabrication of  beams,  slabs,  columns and walls  in  its
subway stations. 

Qingdao's first metro line opened on December 18, 2016,

after Qingdao Metro Group Co was set up in March 2013.
Wang Kaifa, Director of the CREC4 project, said the new
technology can save four to six months in building a metro
station and reduce the number of workers by 80%. It can
also save 800 metric tons of steel and 800 cubic meters of
wood,  and  reduce  construction  waste  by  some  60%,
slashing carbon emissions by 20%, he said. 

The innovative technology will be used in six stations of the
line’s  first  phase,  which  started  its  construction  in
December  2019.  CREC4 technicians  also  independently
developed tooling equipment including a 160-ton intelligent
gantry crane plus integral separated trolley. By using three-
dimensional  laser  scanning  and  building  information
modeling  (BIM)  technologies,  they  can  control  the
assembly accuracy of prefabricated components within a
millimeter,  achieving  precise  design,  production  and
assembly, the China Daily reports.
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Your banner at the FCCC website or newsletter
Companies interested in posting a banner/an
advertisement on the FCCC website or FCCC weekly
newsletter are kindly invited to contact the FCCC at:
info@flanders-china.be 

Organisation and founding members of the
Flanders- China Chamber of Commerce

Chairman
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA

Vice-Chairman
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA

Secretary and Treasurer
Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction Banking, 
NV KBC Bank SA

Executive Director
Ms. Gwenn Sonck

Members of the Board of Directors and Founding
Members:
Mr. Kurt Vandeputte, Senior Vice President Government 
Affairs, NV UMICORE SA
Mr. Filip Coremans, Managing Director Asia, NV AGEAS 
SA
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Mr. Wim Eraly, Head of Corporate and Transaction 
Banking, KBC Bank SA
Mr. Johan Verstraete, Vice President Weaving Machines, 
NV PICANOL SA
Mr. Luc Delagaye, Member of the Executive Committee, 
NV AGFA-GEVAERT SA

Membership rates for 2022 (excl. VAT)
● SMEs: €435 (excl. 21% VAT)
● Large enterprises: €1,080 (excl. 21% VAT)

Contact
Flanders-China Chamber of Commerce
Office: Ajuinlei 1, B-9000 Gent, Belgium
New telephone and fax numbers:
T ++32/9/269.52.46
F ++32/9/269.52.99
E info@flanders-china.be
W www.flanders-china.be

Share your story
To send your input for publication in a future newsletter
mail to: info@flanders-china.be 
The FCCC Newsletters are edited by Michel Lens,
who is based in Beijing and can be contacted by e-mail
michel.jc.lens@gmail.com 
Disclaimer: the views expressed in this newsletter are not
necessarily those of the FCCC or its Board of Directors.
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